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The Quill    

The Monthly Newsletter of the Monadnock Writers’ Group  
 

     September 2026 
 

Contact us at: monadnockwriters@gmail.com or 

  P.O. Box 3071, 

  Peterborough, NH 03458 

   

 

THE MWG ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Last June, before we began our summer break, MWG held a brief business meeting 

to elect new Board members and officers.  The Board is pleased to add Members-

at-large Sebastian Lockwood, Donna Vuilleumier and Betsy Small, and David 

Bartsch as Treasurer. 
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS IN 2026 

MWG meets monthly, usually on the third Saturday at 9:45 – 11:45, from September 

through June. Eight of these meetings feature an invited speaker who is prominent 

in the craft or business of writing.  The meetings also include time for meeting other 

members, announcements on workshops and other events of interest to writers, and 

a ten-minute reading by an MWG member.  Two meetings each year are entirely 

devoted to readings from members. 

 

September 19 – MacDowell Fellows: MWG will again begin its program year 

hearing from two current MacDowell Fellows.  

Since 2018, we have been inspired by such 

artists in residence speaking about their 

writing processes and their current writing 

projects.  Marc Woods is our 10-minute reader.     

      

This meeting will begin at 9:45 in the James 

Baldwin Library on the MacDowell campus 

located at 100 High Street in Peterborough. 

http://www.monadnockwriters.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/monadnockwriters/
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October 17 – Emerson Sistare:  Emerson Sistare, co-owner of Toadstool 

Bookshops in Peterborough and Keene, will talk about the 

trends in publishing, how the process of getting books into 

bookstores works, and what is popular with readers 

now.  He considers himself to be extraordinarily lucky in 

that he does for work what many do for pleasure - wander 

bookshelves. He intends to do it for the rest of his life.  

 

 

 

 

November 21 – Milli S. Knudsen:   Milli was born and brought up in Maine, and 

became a teacher in the Londonderry (NH) 

School District.  She became interested 

in writing about crime after doing research 

for the NH State Archives. The experience 

resulted in Hard Time in Concord, published 

in 2005.  Several years later, she began 

volunteering with the NH Cold Case Unit 

which led to her being hired as their 

paralegal/data analyst in 2022. 

 

Knudsen has published seven historical 

volumes with Heritage Books.  Her newest book, Murder and Mayhem, is drawn 

from prison, court and newspaper archives.  It tells the stories behind the headlines 

and gives a glimpse into true crime in New England leading up to World War I, 

documenting interesting cases of people who served time in the New Hampshire 

State Prison: what they did, how they were apprehended, and the people who put 

them there. 

 

December 19 – Read-Around:  At the Read-Around, everyone is invited to read 

up to ten minutes of their work.  We do not have time to comment immediately on 

each reading but we provide refreshments afterwards for informal discussions. This 

event is held in the classroom on the lower floor of the Peterborough Town Library 

beginning at 9:45. 
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PLANS FOR 2027 

January 16 – Eric Pinder, children’s books, science 

  Followed by Board meeting  

February 20 – Mel Allen, journalist 

March 20 – Pat Spalding, storyteller 

April 17 – Poet (individual not yet confirmed) 

  Followed by Board meeting  

May 22 – Genevieve Aichele, playwright 

June 19 – Member Read-Around & Annual Meeting 

July – Board meeting (no date selected yet) 

 

PUBLISHING OPPORTUNITIES 

Specialized Manuscript Publishers Open to Submissions:  For list of 87 

publishers open to submissions, go here .  A brief review is provided on many of 

the publishers, indicating what genres or other specializations each press favors.  

Check publishers’ websites to be sure they are currently accepting submissions.  

ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING WRITERS 

Authors Publish Magazine:  Authors Publish is a free on-line magazine offering 

many free services and some workshops with a fee.  Your free subscription comes 

with a free e-book on the publication process.  Subscribe at the link here.   

 

An example of the free lectures from Authors Publish is “The Scaffolding Method 

for Drafting Enduring Historical Fiction” with Lindsay Marie Morris, available 

here.  Lindsay show how to build your narrative scaffold step-by-step using four 

core components: 

• The Standard: Constructing a timeline that prioritizes oral histories and 

primary archives to anchor your story in truth. 

• The Ledger: Using narrative economy and recurring objects to stabilize your 

plot through cause and effect. 

• The Platform: Staging pivotal scenes that layer in cultural and social 

context. 

• The Brace: Strengthening emotional architecture by tying personal stakes to 

historical risks. 

Learn how to use these tools to perform a "stress test" on each draft, ensuring your 

story never sways or collapses, and discover how to balance the role 

https://authorspublish.com/87-specialized-manuscript-publishers-open-to-submissions/
https://authorspublish.com/
https://authorspublish.com/lectures/free-talk-the-scaffolding-method-drafting-enduring-historical-fiction/
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of Archaeologist (uncovering truth) with that of the Builder (creating narrative 

drive). 

 

The Poetry Place:  Brian Evans-Jones (the MWG speaker last April) provides free 

online articles on form, technique, creativity, and the drafting process, that give you 

the benefit of his experience in ways that you can understand and really use in your 

poetry, including  

- Poetic Form and Technique,  

- Creativity for Poetry,  

- Mastering Your Drafting, and 

- Publishing Your Poems.   

 

Start with his free guide 8 Steps to Better Poems, 

available with other free poetry learning resources at The 

Poetry Place.   

 

New Hampshire Writers Project:  The NH Writers’ Project welcomes writers, 

nurtures their passion, and builds community. This statewide nonprofit supports 

writers of all genres and experience levels through workshops, conferences, 

community meetups, competitions, literary events, and professional development 

programs. NHWP helps writers strengthen their craft, 

navigate publishing, build visibility, and connect with 

a vibrant literary community across New Hampshire. 

 

Many of their offerings are free and some are for 

members.  Annual memberships cost $20 for students, 

$25 for anyone over 65, or $55 for others.  To see their 

offerings or to join use this link. 

 
 

 

I wasn’t writing poetry and prose so that the reader would think 
me a nice person, but in order that my sets of  words should 
convey ideas of  truth and wonder, as indeed they did to myself  
as I was writing them. 

- Muriel Spark, Loitering with Intent 

https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://www.writebetterpoems.com/
https://nhwritersproject.org/
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About Monadnock Writers’ Group 

Since 1984, the MWG has provided community, inspiration, and support to the writers of the 

Monadnock region. All are welcome! Our membership includes writers of every variety: from 

poets to journalists, from mystery writers to playwrights, and from career writers to those just 

getting started. We meet on the third Saturday morning of each month, September through June, 

at the Peterborough Town Library, unless otherwise noted. Monthly meetings start at 9:45 a.m. 

and go to about 11:30 a.m., but closing times can vary. Meetings include a 15-minute meet-and-

greet, announcements, a ten-minute reading from a member, and a main speaker sharing 

professional writing experience and answering questions. Coffee and light refreshments are 

provided. Our Speaker Series is open to the public and free of charge. Our speakers are instructive 

and inspirational for writers of all literary forms, genres, and levels of experience.  

Website:   www.monadnockwriters.org    

Email:   monadnockwriters@gmail.com  

Submit your bio as a member of MWG. Are you a member? If you would like your bio added 

to the About Our Members page on the MWG website, please send it to Mary Marchese at 

mwgwebmaster@gmail.com. Bio: Maximum 200 words, 3rd person, feel free to include links to 

your website, most recent publication, or listing on Amazon, and social media.   

 

Volunteer!  If you would be interested in joining the MWG Board, being our ten-minute reader or 

have ideas for speakers or events, please let us know at monadnockwriters@gmail.com.   

 

Send your writing news or announcements to The Quill. If you would like to submit to our 

monthly newsletter, please contact mwg.quill@gmail.com at least a week before the end of the 

month.  Individual members are encouraged to announce their own projects such as workshops, 

social gatherings, group support sessions, or whatever the writing-related endeavor. Feel free to 

take the floor at the monthly meeting, or contact the newsletter editor at mwg.quill@gmail.com to 

send an announcement to the membership in the monthly newsletter.   

 

Annual membership fees  

 Regular - $30                          Student/Senior - $25                             

 Patron - $50    Benefactor - $100                   

 Corporate Sponsor - $250  

You may pay at any MWG meeting.  If you pay by check, please click here for a membership 

form you can print. Write your check to Monadnock Writers' Group and mail it to:  

  Monadnock Writers’ Group 

 P.O. Box 3071, Peterborough, NH 03458   

 

The MWG 2026-2027 Board of Directors - President: Jesseca Timmons, Vice 

President: Carl Mabbs-Zeno, Secretary: Susan Gebo, Treasurer: David Bartsch.  

Members at Large: Maura MacNeil, Mary Marchese, Sebastian Lockwood, 

Betsy Small, and Donna Vuilleumier. 

 

http://www.monadnockwriters.org/
http://www.monadnockwriters.org/
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/member-bios
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/membership-form
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/membership-form
https://www.monadnockwriters.org/membership-form

